OSCAR WILDE AND HIS  CONFESSIONS      349

or four months on account of his health, I think
it would have the best effect."

"I will see Meredith at once," I said, "and
some others. How many names should I get?"

"If you have Meredith," he replied, "you
don't need many others. A dozen would do,
or fewer if you find a dozen too many."

"I don't think I shall meet with any diffi-
culty," I replied, "but I will let you know."

"You will find it harder than you think," he
concluded, "but if you get one or two great
names the rest may follow. In any case one or
two good names will make it easier for you."

Naturally I thanked him for his kindness
and went away absolutely content. I had never
set myself a task which seemed simpler. Mere-
dith could not be more merciless than a Royal
Commission. I returned to my office in The
Saturday Review and got the Royal Commission
report on this sentence of two years' imprison-
ment with hard labour. The Commission rec-
ommended that it should be wiped off the
Statute Book as too severe. I drafted a little
petition as colourless as possible:

"In view of the fact that the punishment of
two years' imprisonment with hard labour has
been condemned by a Royal Commission as too
severe, and inasmuch as Mr. Wilde has been
distinguished by his work in letters and is now,